[image: image3.jpg]Maygrove Village

Time for an easier lifestyle?

Retirement living at its best.

* Quality

Sccurity

syl g OREWA
npanionship

Maygrove Village proudly supports the
Hibiscus Coast Singers





[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]


‘Remember This?’
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Norman Firth: Conductor

John Wells:  Organist/Accompanist
June 2015
A Brief History of The Hibiscus Coast Singers  
The Hibiscus Coast Singers have been delighting audiences now for over 25 years and this year they are celebrating this Silver Jubilee with favourite musical pieces they have sung over that time. Past musical directors and guest artists have been invited and singers have prepared two concerts of fantastic music.  
Neville Bradley, well-known local musician and artist began the choir in 1999 as Musical Director. An Adult Education Evening Class was the catalyst for the choir and organised by Ronald Dellow who, at the end of the course, asked Neville, an accomplished pianist and organist, to continue the group. Neville then led the Orewa District Choir, which grew out of this ourse, for several years in the 1980s, leading up to the foundation of the Hibiscus Coast Singers.  Neville, with Beryl, his wife, as regular accompanist, remained Music Director until 1999 when he stepped down. Then Maurice Gorbey stepped up to serve as Acting Musical Director until Norman Firth began in 2001. 
In the ensuing years, the Singers have also enjoyed the services of excellent guest conductors, at various times. Anita Banbury is especially remembered for a great performance of Mozart's "Requiem" in 2006 and Barry Golding for leading a group from the Singers to success in an international choral competition in Beijing, China in 2012.
Norman Firth, in his 15th year as Musical Director, will conduct the Silver Jubilee concert and one of New Zealand's foremost musicians, Dr John Wells, is the organist / accompanist for the concert, which is appropriate, as he has delighted audiences at many of the Choir's concerts.  The choir will sing again a song from the 2004 Suite John especially composed for the choir, ‘The Call of the Running Tide’, and will be one of the favourites in the concert. It’s a nautical piece, called “Leave Her Johnny” (‘Her’ being a ship!).
The Choir has always presented a wide variety of choral music, from Mozart, Brahms, and Handel to Verdi and Faure, as well as modern arrangements of familiar songs.  The performances that are, perhaps, most remembered are works such as Handel's “Messiah” which was presented in full in 2000 and again in 2005 and then jointly in 2011 with the Kowhai Singers.  Concert-goers will remember suites written especially for the Choir by David Hamilton and John Wells.  
Over the years, the Choir has  supported Hibiscus Hospice, Lifeline and the R.S.A as a true community choir.  The singers come from all walks of life and different musical backgrounds but all enjoy the challenge of public performance, aiming to bring enjoyment to everyone as they have done for the past 25 years.
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Many thanks to all our conductors:
   Neville Bradley, Maurice Gorbey, Norman Firth, Annita Banbury and Barry Golding
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Roll of Honour

We acknowledge the ‘Founder’ members who are still singing in the choir:

Congratulations to Jan Brown, Gloria Marsh, Noelene Smedley and Frank Rigg!
Remember This?
A Selection From 25 Years of Music-making
Concert Kick Starter:  

Occuli Omnium 



Charles Wood
(1866-1926)

	Occuli omnium in te sperant Domine: 

et tu das escamilorum in tempore opportuno.  Gloria tibi Domine. Amen.
	The eyes of all wait upon thee, [O Lord]; 

and thou givest them their meat in due season. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord. Amen.   Psalm.144


Golden Oldies:

I Was Glad




Words:  Psalm 122    

Music: C. Hubert Parry (1848-1918)

Non Nobis Domine 



Words: Rudyard Kipling; 

Music: Roger Quilter (1887-1953)
Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)
A Thought Like Music


Words:  Karl Groth







Arr: Benjamin Sueboff

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847):

How Lovely are the Messengers

From his oratorio ‘St. Paul’

Grant us Thy peace



Motet
ORGAN SOLO



TBA
Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924)
Introduction and Kyrie


Extract from his ‘Requiem’

Cantique de Jean Racine

	Verbe égal au Très-Haut, notre unique espérance,
Jour éternel de la terre et des cieux;
De la paisible nuit nous rompons le silence,
Divin Sauveur, jette sur nous les yeux!

Répands sur nous le feu de ta grâce puissante,
Que tout l'enfer fuie au son de ta voix;
Dissipe le sommeil d'une âme languissante,
Qui la conduit à l'oubli de tes lois!

O Christ, sois favorable à ce peuple fidèle
Pour te bénir maintenant rassemblé.
Reçois les chants qu'il offre à ta gloire immortelle,
Et de tes dons qu'il retourne comblé!
	Word of the Most High, in whom alone we have our hope
Eternal day of both Heavan and Earth 
Of this peaceful night, we break the silence
Divine Saviour, cast your eyes upon us!

Pour on us the fire of your mighty grace
So all Hell may flee upon hearing your voice;
Banish the slumber of a weary soul
Which leads us to forget your laws!

Oh Christ, look with favour on your faithful people
Now gathered here to praise you;
Receive their hymns offered to your immortal glory;
And may they go forth filled with your gifts, Amen.




Anthems

Ave Verum  (in English)


Words: Eucharistic hymn 

Music:  Mozart (1756-1791)

The Lord is My Shepherd 


Words: Psalm 23


Music:  Howard Goodall

INTERVAL

NZ Music

Hine E Hine




Trad. Maori folk song; arr.: Carl Doy



Soloist:  Wendy Probert
	E tangi ana koe
Hine e hine
Kua ngenge ana koe
Hine e hine
Kati to pouri ra
Noho 'i te aroha
Te ngakau 'o te matua
Hine e hine              (Repeat 2x)

E tangi ana koe
Hine e hine
Kua ngenge ana koe
Hine e hine
Kati to pouri ra
Noho 'i te aroha
Te ngakau 'o te matua
Hine e hine (Repeat 2x)

	You are crying
Little girl, little girl
You are tired
Little girl, little girl
Do not fear
For there is love
In the father's heart for you
Little girl, little girl.

You are crying
Little girl, little girl
You are tired
Little girl, little girl
Do not fear
For there is love
In the father's heart for you
Little girl, little girl.




Leave Her, Johnny



Words:  Trad. Sea Shanty

from “The Call of the Running Tide”
Music:  John Wells  
Bob Chilcott (contemp.)
Danny Boy




Words:  Fred Weatherly; County Derry melody
Skye Boat Song



Words: Sir Harold Boulton, Scottish trad
Opera

Va Pensiero 




Words:  T. Solero, from Nabucco
Music:  Giuseppe Verdi (1813-1901)

	Va', pensiero, sull'ali dorate;
Va, ti posa sui clivi, sui colli,
ove olezzano tepide e molli
l'aure dolci del suolo natal!
Del Giordano le rive saluta,
di Sionne le torri atterrate…
Oh mia Patria sì bella e perduta!
O membranza sì cara e fatal!
Arpa d'or dei fatidici vati,
perché muta dal salice pendi?
Le memorie nel petto raccendi,
ci favella del tempo che fu!
O simile di Solima ai fati,
traggi un suono di crudo lamento;
o t'ispiri il Signore un concento
che ne infonda al patire virtù!
	Go, thoughts, on golden wings;

Go, settle upon the slopes and hills,
where warm and soft and fragrant are
the breezes of our sweet native land!
Greet the banks of the Jordan,
the towers of Zion ...
Oh my country so beautiful and lost!
Or so dear yet unhappy!
Or harp of the prophetic seers,
why do you hang silent from the willows?
Rekindle the memories within our hearts,
tell us about the time that have gone by
Or similar to the fate of Solomon,
give a sound of lament;
or let the Lord inspire a concert

That may give to endure our suffering.


ORGAN SOLO



TBA
English Music

Crossing the Bar 



Words:  Alfred, Lord Tennyson

        Soloist: Wendy Turton

Music:  Andrew Carter, from “Horizons”
Dance to Your Daddie


Words: ‘Geordie’ (Northumberland) folk Song

Arr:  Edmund Rubbra (1901-1986)

I Love All Beauteous Things

Words: Robert Bridges

Music: Christopher le Fleming 

Big Finale – All Together Now!
Hallelujah Chorus 



From ‘Messiah’ – Georg F. Handel (1685-1759)

John Wells - Organ 

Well-known organist Dr Wells is a regular guest at many of the HBC Singers concerts, both as a composer (his suite ‘The Call of the Running Tide’ was written especially for the choir) and as an organist.  A graduate of Cambridge University, where he was organ scholar, he is presently Organist to the University of Auckland,  was Auckland City Organist until 2012, where he was instrumental in the rebuild of the Town Hall organ and was invited to be National Director of the NZ branch of the Australian and N.Z. College of Organists in 2012.

He has made a number of CDs including the entire Well-Tempered Clavier of Bach as well as ‘The Well-Tempered Piano’ and ‘John Wells: Auckland City Organist’ 

He is in steady demand as a composer and tours to the Far East regularly as a music examiner.   He also works as a pianist, adjudicator and music examiner. 
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Sorry, but no unauthorised recording of any part of the Concert is allowed
Please turn off cell-phones during the performance
Please note the location of all Fire Exits
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MUSICAL DIRECTOR – Norman Firth
Norman has been involved with choral music for more than 50 years and is a former executive chairman and president of the NZ Choral Federation.

He was a member of the Auckland Dorian Singers choir for 35 years, Musical Director at the Takapuna Methodist Church for 30 years and has been the Musical Director of the Hibiscus Coast Singers for 14 years.

He has sought to present programmes of variety providing a musical challenge to the choir members, thereby improving standards of performance and greater familiarity with the repertoire.  

Our rehearsal pianist - Prue Bell
Prue has played the piano for a great number of years and taught music at Kristin School, Albany, North Shore, for a number of years.  She is now an independent piano teacher.  Prue loves to accompany and also joins the choir as a soprano when she is not playing.

CHOIR MEMBERS:
	    Soprano
	Alto
	Tenor
	Bass

	
	Cassie Cross
	Ann Berryman
	Bob Overend
	Don Battley

	
	Debbie O'Bray
	Beth Strother
	Ed Isherwood
	Duncan France

	
	Gloria Marsh
	Cynthia Remacha
	Francois Marais
	Frank Rigg

	
	Jo Anderson
	Gillian Wilkinson
	Gill Cranch
	Graeme Dykes

	
	Lene Simonsen
	Janette Steel
	Graham Osborne
	Peter Cross

	
	Lesley Overend
	Janice Brown
	Jon Leaf
	Steve McInstry

	
	Linda Marais
	Jeanne Hindley
	Steve Jury
	

	
	Noelene Smedley
	Jenny Hines
	
	

	
	Pat Hoyle
	Joy Cordery
	
	

	
	Pauline Wetton
	Kay Milton
	
	

	
	Prue Bell
	Margaret Heath
	
	

	
	Sue Abercrombie
	Marion Sell
	
	

	
	Teri France
	Pamela Marlow
	
	

	
	Trish van der Kuilen
	Terry Huffam
	
	

	
	Wendy Probert
	Val Budd
	
	

	
	Wendy Turton
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We thank all our sponsors for their support. 

Hibiscus Coast Singers are grateful for their sponsorship in the form of advertising and we appreciate their help.

We would also like to thank:

· Orewa Menswear and 100% Eddie Law (Whangaparaoa) for handling ticket sales

· Rev. Ian Hardcastle and the people of St Stephen's Church for the excellent venue and facilities

· Rose-Marie Letcher and helpers for front-of-house duties

· St Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Waiora Road, Stanmore Bay for providing our rehearsal venue 

Keep up-to-date with 'Hibiscus Singers' by going to our website:

www.hibiscuscoastsingers.com
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Our trophy - for Excellence  4th out of 39 choirs in our Group - '55+ Mixed choir' at the China International Choir Festival, Beijing, 2012





Poster for our first concert in 1990








HBC Singers, Dec 1992 with Neville Bradley











HBC Singers basses singing Handel’s Messiah with Neville Bradley, June 1995





HBC Singers singing Handel’s Messiah with Maurice Gorbey,  June 2000





HBC Singers celebrate ‘Rolling Down to Rio’, 2004.  Norman Firth is top right








HBC Singers at the ‘Friendly-friendly’ concert, Beijing, July 2012, with Barry Golding conductiing
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